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1. ENEMY ATR CTTVITY |
The Gerrian Adir Force today brought off an extrevely well
plonned and, on the whole, vell executed attack on o number of airfields in

Holland and Bastern Belgium, -

: . It seeus that. over 259 fighters » including a small
proportion of fighter bompers s took part in the operation, cowing from the
RIDINE and- PAD RBORN Groups of bases. i captured wap suggests that part at
least of the force formed up at LIPPSTADT, flew together until a few wiles 7
Last of BINDHOVEN, then split to fly to their different targets,

inother. force secus fom captured waps to have cane in . ‘ .
across the ZUYIER ZEE. The forces sgenr bo have been accompanicd by a
nuwiber of Me262's and roférence has also been made to MelG3's, though it is
difficult to conceive of Such aircroft being engaged on ground attack, A
possible answer is that the Me262's, at least, were enrgdged in reconnaissance
of the results, ' ;

. N
marldngs leading the Formations, This seems very dmprobable, £Or no useful
purpose could possiply be served by such an expedicnt,

Several reports also wention Allied aireraft with German

_ .. In this Group, RINIHOVEN, BRUSSE S/BVERE, VOLKEL, HEESCH
and PEER wore'all attacked » the {wo first namea suffering perhaps . the
geatest weight of the. attack, - Other airficlds attacked include GILZE/RIJEN,

WOBIDERCUL , TIMURNE, 41, DENT 5/¥IRSTREL,  GRIMRERGHEN, PRUSSELS/MRLSBRAEX,
HALDBGHEM and KNOGKE and two Awericen Iiclds, ' '

 This sudden cffort onthe purt of the o rewy in which he
displayed far greater enterprise and vigour than we have firown ncenstomed to
- expoct from him, leads to the conclusion that someting is ofoot, and it does
‘not require mich imagination to gucss that the Cermon Arwy, which sas suffored
to no mean” extent from the attentions of the Tactical air Porces, wants to
keep us on the ground while he attempts the next step, whatcever .t may be,
in his counter-offensive. ol : ' : R S :

RN

o o ‘tively heavy,
cannot be considered exceptional in view of  the scale of effort and camalties
of the enemy., The fact that the Group was able. to ly 5AT sorties after these
attacks shows how far a way the enciyy vas from re alising his aim, At FINDIIOVEN,
our losses were heavicr than they mizhit have been s becavse two syuadrons vere

forwing up for toke-off.e Had the atdack come 2 few winutes loter, those aire
craft would not have heen on the ground to he attacked, R ' ’

‘The damige and casucltics caused, while rela

- : Of these Typhoons » two were about to take o s FW190's
came head on fowards them. down Lhe runways.  Both beeame asrborne and certainly
destroyed one.eneumy  aireraft; one pilot was himself killed in the melee and
notiing has been heard of' the otlnr, Another Typhoon, carrying out an airtest
over ‘the airficld, destroyed one aireraft, bub was jimsclf kilica, crashing on
the 2irficlds Two more cnomy aircraft were de stroyed and two damzged by the
leader of a poir of Spitfires who wore refurning to base aftor carrying out an .
Arty/Re ' . S .

i Hhe tactics cuployed seem 4o htive been to fly in, very low -
and out of the sun if possible, straffing with cannon.,. Very fow bombs seem
to have bheen used 5 certainly there were none - at BINIHOVEN,

°. The cost to the crewy was hiph, e lobt: 90 aircraft shot
dovm by 83, 8 Group and the Americans » to say nothing of A A, clains which - . ,
are as yet incomplete but will cortainly add a considerahle number £o the totnl, : ‘
The R,A,mw, Regiment Squadrons of this Group alone have clains for some 13 alyr-
erafe, ) : L

+ Later in the morning, the GJA.F, put up o nodcerately s:trong

force to attack Bomber Commnd alrernft going to the HORTIUND-TIIS Conbl. Details
are aot yet known, During the rest of' the 4ay, - aircraft were busy. trying to
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our fighters ond: fighter bowbers in the OSNABRUCK and RHELNE areass It
Seems, however, that in order 4o carry out all the operations wmentioned
anove, the battle arca was loft relatively unprotecteds,

2s 85 GROUP ACTTVITY . ' - AT S
To describe all’ the combats which took pliace today would

take too much spaces. Taogce connccted with the wmorning attack on. our -aire
fields took place, for the most 2rt, ncar the airfields themselves, . For
’ P s NC

cxample 2 aircroft of 127 Wing were taking off when their basc was attacked .
by 30 plus cnevwy aircrafs and destroyed 3 and probavly destroyed 2 of thent.

Others fell to ows sweeps winich were operating over the bases to which the

enery was returning and wiich cngaged the eneny on their way, as in the case
of L1l Squadron, w.ich destr oyed 2 TW190's near TWANIT: and 42 Squadron waich

destroyed four near VRNLO«

The later clains were no doubt due 4o owr aircraft meeting

with the encry who were cundeav owing to intercept Bouber Connand.

Two other combats arc of intercst. 412 Bquadron destroyed
2 Ju88 over DORTIMIND ond 137  SBquadron found 1 Helll Flying Bast ak zero feat

noer HAMIN, and demvged it so thet it mode a forced landimg.

) , Although the 2ir battles of this morning end to overshadow
the rest of the day's work, it should be reivewbered tiit. the work of toduayts
Aried Recees has been: of exceptional value. HMuch of the work corried out-in.

the fiwrican battle area was done by 123 Wing, belonging to 8k Graup but

temporarily under tids Group's control, while 143 Wing alzo had some Success
in this aren, A fair amount of veniclec were scen and atiacked, purticularly
near . VITH, but gencrnlly speaking, Met wes scattered. 4 eall to attack

‘tanks neor LAROCHE was answered, but no tanks were found. -

The pgreatest successes agninst ground targets, however,

“werce obtained in the mren f‘rom-RIE-‘}II\I}.?}V to OLNABRUCK ¢ where the traffic, whioh

this Buamry cow ented on two days 210 as hoving slackencd off'y has now

certainly thickened up eonsiderably. Near OSWABRUGK in particular, trafiic . H

was heavy and all the yards noar by seened well filleds Anotler good route

Vs betveen RICHEIE, RHEING nd HURG:SIBINFURT .

_ . ~ 121 Wing's 17). squadron had one wost spectocular attack on
2 loconotive and 30 trucks in a smell station at LiCH, about 9 wiles B,N.B

. of

RHDINE. '"he train (1i:3integl‘ated with o vivid orange explosion and renoved with

it the station, tie gimma) box and the nearby houses, -

122 Wing's 274 Squadron destr oyed 2 Iacomntives and denaged

Nal

a nunber of trucks Bast of OSNAB UCK and on their way home passed over

Li:DBEH(EN well after Bowber Comsand e d left. A serics of explosions were
even then taking place on the banks of the DORTIUND 45 Canal, vidch had
clearly been heavily atbacked, : oo

The day's totals o

& out below are extremely creditable in

&l
view of the encuy's effoart to prevent anything of the kind fron takin 2 place ' .

and tugt be @ source of great discouragenent to ltidu,

SEATTHICS
Sorties ' v

brmed Recoes _ 54 x 39
Tmedicte Jupport 2 x 20
Recees : < 13 x 22

Wipghter Pitrols J1 x 111

100 x 5L7

T B38 Sgne - ®/L Uilson Killed in coubit over B.78
168 " = I/L Gibbons Killed - crashed on B.78 f'ter combat,
438 " = F/0 Keller NYR ,
439 " 7 <« F/0 ingelini NYR §
W2 "= 1/0 Brizden - NYR .
- =T/l Gordon  Vowided - 1 Spit Cat, B, flak.
!
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y
316 Sgne = 3/L Harling MYR : .
3o ~ P/O Pottinger — NYR flak baled out Ae5585
w2 v ~ /L Doak ' NYR shot dovn by o/a at BelLiTHe
183 "~ ®/0 “iebber Kilicd
» Claing for Encry Jircraft

3 Buuadon 1 Mcl0Y destroyed. WG Noso,
1 ¥e 109 destirored F/0 Butcher
2 TW1.90 denamed /0 Vorley.

/0 Thaw,

56 Squadron 1 Mel0Y destroyed _
' : F/0 Ness

—J
v

#/T, Clubley
#/0 Lartyn

137 Squadron 1 Helll damaged

168 Squadron 1 HMel09 dansged /L Stul
1 W90 destroyed /L Gibbons

80 Squadvon 2 1WL90 destroyed. /0 Grrlend
LO1 Seguadeon 1 TWL90 demaged /L Foster ‘

3 Mel09 destroyed /0 Comeron L

2 MelQ9 destroved ) F/L MacKay .
1 %190 destroyed ) .

1 HMel09 destroyed )

1 }c109 proboble ) B/L Lee

1 Me109 desiroyed )
1 17190 danpc

1 }cl09 d
L

Me262 ¢

#/0 Church
P/0 Horsburgh
/L McKay

/5 Woodhild

Az
1
109 destroved) |
1190 destroyed) o B/O Bubte
1 1el09 probe o

403 Bguadron 1
1
4
1 w190 destr
L
2

| Mel09 probo ble /T, Lindsoy
™90 destroyoed /0 fleeves -

xS

L1 Bguadiron 2 3190 destiroyed BT sudet
17190 ' Adesir o

L2 Haundron
' Juls des:

L 1w/ );‘__Dr);zzlc
e /L Brn &)

/ -
#0190 desty o; /0 imith
5. 100 dast I over

190 /1) iePherson

5 2109 ¢

! . T, wen
W90 A

5/l Dever
¥/0 Kelly v A

L4LY4 Huuadron 2 Hel09
' 2 90 4

]_ ]W_\-’]_()O e

1 1109

5/L Yionacott
/0 toloschuk

138 Bauad. on L WWL90 dcatroyed /L Wilson

5439 Sauadreon 2 1190 destroyed /0 Frazer
2 W90 destroyed 1#/0 Laurence

142 Soquadron 2 1iel109 destroyed #/L Gordon

90 Quatroy
2 177190 prahahle /1 Pievi
1 190 destroyed F/L Keene.
1 1iedd9 Acestrozed )
k!
1

o

. 1109 dancged ) 0 WL Saith
#7190 dannaged ( ®/L Lunsden
_ ( /0 Cousincau
1 ie262 domnged B/L Luasden
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W2 euadron

- 486 Squadron

(contd)

L:He262 damo.

.»",*~55l_'1_-90 des

ged.

2D =

¥/T, Tunley
- 1/L Dunie

( ¥/L Dick
\i/0 Bauer

11 troyed) | 8/L Thabers
1 Hel09 destr o '
L 77190 destroyed
1 19109 damaged B0 rott
1 F190 destroyed B/0 tiheddan
1 37190 destrored IR
1 19109 daaaged P/0 Hooper
1 190, probable P/0 titeadinin
610 Sguadron. 1 4_._('3,(:1 e troyed Do tidls 0\.{:175;-:;;';11(! ing,
.‘_'fi‘rl’u' 8 ()I‘fics inewy A/ C. | et Locds M- ..- : . '
17 T oo Sp o o apipl Ml Cule Losges
122 115 10-1-h 0= 1127 0.9, - K )
123 32 - ‘ 2w0’ - . i:i
12630 0-0a1 ' : .
: . ~ -1 12 =
]lég 70 1-0-0 0~2- 2 8 s ! T 4
141 237 - 1a - 3
1:27, L8 5=2=~Q 2=l 0~1 S ! - i
L3 34 5=0=2 i - - P
39 23 3.-0"3 - - v . _ : l{-:li-
AT WB=6S17TOWI0TT ALY TEETIR T T 109
\
: .

‘enees -./Part ) i'_]'_
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| | Inbe Sumazy Noa 146,

84 GROUP. CLATMS » JATUARY 1s%, 1945,

411 Co

MIBAT ' : ok
i I

Destroyed -
17190 /1., Lyt IES 193 Sqdn. 123 Wing.,
Ju 168 . B/L, MERCER 0 268 % " - 35w

ME 109 F/L. PiCKiooD 2 35

190 F/L. OLSZEWSKI 508 : 131w

1 109 g 2 o R .
i 190 YT MACI, B 308 v 131 o
P 190 - F/S, SOSZUHSKL 308 v S A3
190 . mfo, SAIEIKTER 0 308w 139 n
190 BP0, DROIEWICZ 303 W i1
7 190 F/5, S0.10VSKT 308 151 v
w190 W/0, TEDIARCZY 308 : 131 o
i 190 - 8GT. DREVIER - L3008 151 - m
Fy 190 ®/T, CHOTIVCKT . 306 v 131 v
™ 190 . oem, HUBERT, K, M7 v A3
W 190 /T MROCZYK 7 R T
T 150 ¥/Le IMMCAR -~ 317 o 134 o
490 W/0, PIRSIE, 5, S h AT 131 »
190 W0, WDOWCZINSKT o 37 v C43
Wy 190 ¥/Ly . POUIERZA 7o 131w

R e S s e N S N R e o A s s

TOTiTe 18 F% 190, 2 ym 109, 1 Ju 188,
Prebobly Destroyed « . |

DI frwiag

PIVA90 8GR RN, K, o M7 Sqdne 131 wing,

I 190 L LF/L. RUWCRODDZKT 347w A3t n

TOTAL: 2 T 490,
Dameggod -

1 77 190 F/Toe LYHEG | 268 Sqan, 35 Wing,
TR0 R/, WACH, Bl S0 431w
10 190 W0, PIBSIK, 8§, o7 131 o
1 190, ¥/L. ZiIGRODDZKT 347 131w

1 190 ¥/8. TWANOUSKI 37 131 v
P FW 1900 - BET GLOWOZINSKI | 308 . ¢ 139 v

TOTAL: G Wy '1.90-

Miscellancous « \
T C ) inalia? ot v Y by 1 . ¢ .
15 190 Crashed aftor hitting vhstruction on Bebl ~ (131 Wing).

TOTAT 1 T 190,

GRQUID_ CTION WD CLATHS, DY R. AP, R

P

Details attached,
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K/ 84 GROWP INTELLIGENGE SUMMARY NO. 144 (yp TO 2359 HRS gt JAN, 19455,

o : ' PART ONE,
GENMRAT, - Aip Situation, v o
The unusual, but not the ehtirelv"unoxpeetbd‘ happened - toq
the thLely un D, L Q- AY e
The G?A,F. staggd a.day offensive on the grang Scale aéainst our A/;;ay.
The first.occa810n in the West since the Battle of Britain;'Aircraff ’
ehgaged were mw 190s, NMe 109s and a fey Me 262s, o ' B

»

2. It was based on & plan on the grand scale 8 58

with v1gour;and_owing to circumstances undoubtedlyfcgiéhﬁ?ggogg 2§§e
wrong foot in places, Fy11 results are not,  as yet.avaflable but'thanks
tg captured maps and identification cf pilots units it ig poéSib7e to
blece together the general plan so far as it affected our area,

3 Three main formationsg apparently took ' in s ; ' \
c ! M ONS apps s LOOK part, in stre th probabis
60+ cach formation with the addition of gn unknown nu;berngf Mé 262s.y

4, Formation 1 stapteq from the Stennwi k-Twente area, flew i«
Utrecht to the Hague,vdown“the coast to Walcgeren, then gifec%c%aVia
"Maldegem and St. Denis, It -was pProbably an offshoot of this raig which
"attacked Woensdrecht, , AR - : L

5. Formation 9: stariing point the Rheine area, flying to Ratterdam
and then die South to the Brussels ares, An offshoot of this was .
probably responsible for the attack on Antwerp, T

6, ' Formationﬁa: from Bonning ardt ~ Kirchshellen area direct to
the:Eipdhovenjarea. , R : v

7, Gilze was probably attackedfby réturning(A/bvof formations 1 ang
e. This gives a’figurc of]abpréximatéiy’150-200_aircraft.

g . The first'intimationiwe had bfjﬁhefraidfwaslaniR/T"flésh from -

"A/C of 35 Wing, who apparently ran into elther formation J or 2, in

the neighbourhood of Utrecht, which same A/C quite naturally having
given the warning, decided to shoot instead of click camerag and
destroyed two E/A without loss, Thereafter things moved with dramatic
Buddemness, even two ATLS Austers bhecoming involved, mich against thejr

10. Was it worth_while.and'willmit be Popedted? are the natural
T questions, ' ; : L _

11. Answer to question 1. Yes and No. They inflicted a certain
amount of’ damage and if thedr casualties, listed below are sgpread
between Units so that total casualties can be hidden, then it may
have the cffect of stiflfening morale, an important factor. On the other
hand, aircraft For aireraft, the G AP loses because we have destroyed
pilots ana airepaft, whilst he has only destroyed aircraft,

i2. Answer to question g2, depends on a correct asgessment of Hun
mentality, T, gqe 18 believed the-last'desperate stage of the war is.
ArPronchirz. thua he may well D8 prepared to completely ignore.losses
in as wttery o - L o - back' in sheer ‘desperation at th: force which has
cost N the dar - Allied Air Power.

. PROFIT AND 16SS TABLE ( 84 Group).

13, Claims, - . anualt:es;
I air combat 22=2-6, B Fo Spitfiras-deatroyed on
ByhA.Ao o7 = - Known dest, _ clie groun i, C
14 - . Roportea dest, 2 Spits a.ad one pilot NYR
| 43-2-6_ | after air combat, &

o]

lco.oool‘/.
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14, While this was going on, the Group continued an intense effort '

-

against targets North of the Maas; in faect, 131 Wihg were returning from

an anttack on a.ferry'créssing“wﬁgn they found strangers knocking theirp

" home about. In all, 14 attacks were made on.pre—arrangedvtargots -

viélageg,Pbigge:ﬁfncentrations, Cross roads, ferry crossings, bridges
and an 0.P. Results vere generally good, the OF fop o mle ing
destroyed and tho villuge of Heeuven (ﬁ1251) wi;gg gigrplo Poing
at E. 2569 wag holed by a DH fro ) T an
ion severely handled, ) . .
16. . Sweceps to Rheine,.Enschcd@uand-Ven;e Wﬁrenuheventful, as were
also escorts to Mediums. Patrols and base defence Scrambles formed the
rest of the "fighter ops", The only Armed Recce went to Amersfoort
and bombed the railway line, - : :

16.  Apart from the enemy activity already mentioned, 2 Me 109s were
sighted near Emmerich this afternoon and one Me 262 was "chased" -
towards Bocholt by a 35 Wing 4/C. |

146 WING. -

- 17, 263 and 266,Squadrons'attacked a concentration of barges E.

of Dordrecht on the Waal.” Two were destroyed and 20 damaged. In the
afternoon 266 Squadron repeated the attack. scoring many direct hits
with RP, 193 Squadron were detailed to attack the ferry s, of Gorinchem
but this was not Secn, and instead bombs were dropped on a floating
Jetty very near to the target pinpoint. 266 Squadron attacked a factory
housing énemy troops just North of the Maas. Two salvoes. scored direct
hits and the remainder ‘were in the target area, 263 Squadron attackea

L an OP in a tower NW of S*"Hértogenbosch and destroyed it completely,

193 Squadron attncked 4 cross ronds SW of Gorinchem scoring four direct

hits and 2 near. misses, 197 Squadron carried out attacks on threc encmy:

occupicd villages N, of the Maas, Necuwen, Aalburg and Drongelen, _
Neeuwen is claimed as completely destroyed. Aalburg, 3 houses destroyed

and many damaged, and Drongeleﬁgmahy*buildings‘were left smoking, 193
Squadron attacked a road bridge 8W of Utredht scoring 2 direct.hits

on the Southern approach, 2957 Squadron also went for a roaad brldgofNE
of Gorinchom and scored ane direct hit which holed the bridge as well -
a8 some near misses., o : '

131 WING. v SR : B

18, 302 and 317 Squadrons attacked ferries over the Waal E, and W.
of’ Gorinchem with good results. On their return to base a gaggle of

FW 190s and Me 1098 were found strafing the airfielad so the Wing wadpd
in and- the 'result was the spectacilar score of 1?—2~5 for the loss of
only threc:aireraft and 2 pilots - cracking show!

132 WING. S

9. 331 and 3392 Squadrons swept the Venlo-BEnschede arca uneventfully,
66 nnd 127 Squadrons‘swept the Rheine area and again it wass quite o
uneventful, as was nlso an cscort to medium bombers attacking
concentration points in the battle area, Base defence patrols were

also flown, = ' : ' :

135 WING. | |
20, Medium bombers attacking the rongd bridge at Zaltbommel werc
uneventfully escorted by the Wing nana two -base defence patraols were
Tlown, ' ' . :

145 WING, - X . _ :
21, 74 and 345 Byuadrons ncted NS escort to medium bombers attacking

concentration points in the battle area, The operation went 'according 1

plan' as dia a sweep by 5329 and 5341 Squadrons flown. as part of the
same operation. 341 Squadfon weroe scrambled but no E/A were sighted,
Two uneventfil patrols of Antwerp, Breda, Nijmegen and Venlo were also
carried out. S ' ‘ '

123 WING.

22, Armed Recces werc flown in arcas Paderborn, Munster, Rheine

Euskirchen,, .

_ s The rond bridge
1@ 1,000 pounder and the barge concentrat-
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B

/ Buskirchen and Julich and MET 2-0 wag claimed. 609 Squadron were

detailed to attack tanks in

the La Roche area bubt saw none and found

some MET initead. One FW 190 was destroyed by PhL Lawles of 198 Squadron.

35 WING.

23, Two encmy A/C were destroyed, Three successful Arty/R missions
werce flown and on top of that the usual cxcellent photo and Tac/R work
went on. A very excellent days work. '

STATISTICS.

24,  Armed Recce : 6 x 48  (Claims: Enemy A/C 22-2-6.
Pre arranged supportld x 124 ' Barges 2-20,
Immedinte " CMil - MET 2=0,
Tac /R 15 x 31 Other targets included: Ferries,
Photo R . 21 x 21  Bridges, Road Junctions, Encmy
Arty R 3 x 6 occupied villages, OP in tower,
Fighter Operations 15 x 218 Tactory (enemy billets).

75

x 448,

Casualtics:3 Spitfires and 2 pilots NYR.

F/L

F/L Chojnacki (308 Sqdn),

Powierza (317 Sqdn) T -

2 Typhoons and pilots NYR.

TR/
7/0

Smith (193 Sgdn)
Webber (183 Sqdns,

2 Spitfires NDEA, Cat E and one pilot F/L Garland
( 2 Sgdn) killed. :

83. GROUP. :
547 Sorties. Area:

Padefbofn, Munster, Rheine, Julich.

Claims: E/A 48-6-17,
Locos 21-29.-
Trucks 55-180.

MET 9-10.
Rail cuts

Casualtieg: 1In th

2. ’ o
e air 10 A/O and 9 pilots NYR.

PART TWC

GROUND SITUATICN, :
26. No new developments

of Bastogne.

Air Intelligence,
15t January, 1944.

except further mopping up in the area West
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